CALL FOR PAPERS
The Realm of Possibility: A Queer & Gender Studies Symposium
2021: Masculinity
The Realm of Possibility (RoP) is an interdisciplinary, international symposium addressing issues and
phenomena connected to Gender and Queer Studies. After a successful launch in 2020 with a
wonderfully diverse panel of speakers, the 2021 symposium will concentrate on the topic of
masculinity. While contributions from sociology, psychology, etc. are welcome, the symposium’s focus
is on cultural and artistic expressions of selfhood and zeitgeist that can be read through the lens of
Gender and Queer Studies.

In a time in which the queer community as well as non-queer women carve out new spaces and ways
to exist in their gender and sexuality, it is worth looking at masculinity. Social and cultural change
affects the entirety of the human community, even if it is just in the way we position ourselves to that
change. The patriarchy upholds a fantasy of masculinity as the ideal everyone should strive towards or
cater to that few men and male-identifying people (want to) embody. In public and academic
discussions of gender and queerness, masculinity is often discussed as that fantasy, a standard against
everything is measured – which leads the discussion of the concept to remain static.

We will explore phenomena of masculinity throughout time and in different cultures, with some
guiding questions as follows: What is masculinity? How is it taught? Is it something inherently present
in cis-male bodies or is it purely performative? What does masculinity look like in the queer
community? What makes toxic masculinity toxic? Is there such a thing as transmasculinity? What is
the relationship between patriarchal structures and masculinity?

By asking these questions the symposium aims to open realm of possibility for diverse ways of existing
in this world, as well as explore subversive, or deconstructive, readings of canonical media, including
novels, theatre, film and television, poetry, paintings, clothing, and other cultural objects. Such objects
are powerful storytellers of humanity past and present and observing these objects through the

theoretical lenses provided by Gender and Queer Studies gives us a glimpse at the cultural
consciousness, norms and values that inform our understanding of gender, sexuality, and identity.

The symposium will take place from 12-14 November 2021 via Zoom. We invite students of all levels,
teachers, PhD students, postdocs, professors, and alumni to send in proposals for academic papers of
15-20 minutes.

If you are interested in presenting a paper, please send an abstract of no more than 300 words and a
short biographical note (of 3-5 lines, including your pronouns and your current field of studies) by 15
September 2021 to the following email address: ef@ibugi.de.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. There is no conference fee to be paid.

